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John Baker Tales 
September 21, 2021 

Helpful Information 
Site Phone: 227-9164     Office Phone: 296-2880     Site Email: johnbaker@childrens-choice.org 
 

Financial Assistance Available: (505) 827-7499 or 1-800-832-1321 or by email at Child.care@state.nm.us. 

 

Out for a Spell 
 

Out on the playground the play structures 
are all surrounded by woodchips whose 
purpose is to cushion and dissipate the force 
when the kids jump off the structure and 
land on the ground.  That’s it, right?  Well, 
maybe not.  Sterling noticed a group of kids 
laying woodchips down on the border 
around the playground and saw they were 
spelling their names.  You never know what 
will inspire us and this has given me an idea 
for a Scrabble-like game where you are 
challenged to spell words only with your 
small handful of woodchips.    

   

  

Please send in pictures of your furry, or 
maybe scaley, slimy or feathery, companions 
for us to add to our wall of pets.  So far we 
have lots of cats and dogs, but also a few goats 
and horses too.  We’d love to add yours too! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   

Birdhouse in Your Soul 
Juliette (7), Cameron (7), and 
Emilie (7) repurposed the hula 
hoops.  After sorting them by color 
and size they created these earth, 
fire, and water nests outside on the 
field; cozy and a good view too! 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiting for Inspiration 
A Dramatic Child’s Play 

 

Act 1 – Aimlessly wandering the cafeteria 
Isla (8) – We’re so bored.  We don’t know what 
to do.   
 

Jim (older) – Ok, hang on a sec.  I have a book 
you can look through for some ideas. 
 

Isla (9), Madeline (5), Alyssa (8), and Zoe 
(8) browse through Jim’s book of art 
activities debating the merits of various 
projects until they settle on [pause for 

dramatic effect] The Loch Ness Monster.   
 

Isla – We want to try this one.  Do you have 
any paper plates? 
 

Jim – Yes.  I’ll get some for you.  Would you 
be interested in running this as an activity in 
the art area.   
 
Isla and Alyssa – Oh yes! Let’s go. 
 

 
 
 

 
   

  

 

Act 2 – The Art Area 
The original group of bored children 
make their way over to the art area 
and begin the process of creation.  
They are rapidly surrounded by 
other children, all wanting to 
participate.    They sit, they talk, they 
have a fun time together and are 
happy.  Sometimes we need a bit of 
inspiration to get through a day. 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

  

Who who? 

We really want to know! 

 

This week I spoke with Daysha (9), a 4th grade student in Mrs. O’Connell’s class here 
at John Baker.  She’s been coming to John Baker since Kindergarten and her favorite 
teacher so far has been Mrs. Spillers for 1st and 2nd grade. 
 

I see you drawing and painting a lot when you are here.  Yeah, I’ve been working 
hard to learn for a few years.  I used to paint or draw on random objects.  Now I 
mostly draw people, Anime style, on paper.  Did you take lessons?  No, I just taught 
myself.   
 

Besides art, what are some of your favorite things to do? I like to play with my dog.  
Her name is Ursula and she has a blue tail and blue paws and a black belly.  She is 
1 year old.  We play fetch and wrestle too.  I also like to play video games.  My 
favorite game is Roblox.  What do you like about Roblox?  I get to be friends with 
new people and talk to them.   
 

What do you like about school?  I like doing specials.  What are specials? That’s 
when we go to music, art, library or PE.  We do a different one every day.  Do you 
have a favorite?  I think PE. I like to move around.   
 

What do you like to do here at Children’s Choice?  I like to do art and I like to be 
outside.  Cypi and Hannah are my friends.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

    



 

 

  

 

If you could have anything at all for dinner tonight what would you want?  
Vegetable sushi.   I don’t like seafood but this has avocado and rice and no fish.  And 
for dessert?  Mochi.  What is that?  It’s got ice cream in the middle and is gummy on 
the outside.  You can find it in the frozen food section at the store.  Do you have a 
favorite flavor?  Strawberry. 
    

Is there a place you have visited that you would like to go back to again?  I see you 
drawing and painting a lot when you are here.  Great Wolf Lodge.  It’s a hotel and 
a waterpark and it’s soooo much fun. Is there some new place you would like to 
visit?  I’d like to go to Florida.  I want to see the ocean.  Also, my favorite YouTuber, 
Flamingo, lives there.  What do they do on YouTube?  They play Roblox.     
 

What are some of your other favorite things?  Color, season, holiday???  My favorite 
colors are red and blue.  My favorite season is winter.  Holiday – that’s a hard one.  
You can pick more than one.  OK, then Christmas and Halloween.  Do you know 
what you want to be for Halloween?  Yes, a plague doctor.  Do you think that will 
be scary to the other kids?   No, I think it’s a cool costume with the long robe and 
the bird beak.  I think it will be fun.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

    

 

Daysha will sit for quite a long time working on drawings and paintings.  This is an 
example where she sketched out her character first, then painted it with watercolors.  
As she said, though, she also likes to get up and move around.  Last week we had to 
move from the playground to the gym one afternoon and we played an epic game 
of dodgeball.  Daysha showed the other kids how it was done – she was the only kid 
who got me out and it was a really good throw!  She demonstrated good 
sportsmanship and set a great example for all the kids, especially the younger kids 
who were trying dodgeball for the first time. 
Thanks for chatting with me Daysha and letting us all get to know you better. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

JB JV Volleyball  
 

Mikaila has won the kids hearts with 
volleyball.  We’re thinking before long we’ll 
have the first CC JV mixed volleyball team 
and we’ll take on all challengers.   
 

The kids love to practice with Mikaila so she’s 
begun showing them some new drills that 
they can do anywhere.  This means they can 
practice with or without a net.  Sterling (staff) 
said she was throwing the ball with Emma (9) 
when Alexander (8) came over and offered to 
show them a different way to hit; something 
that Mikaila had taught him.  He also gave 
Mikaila a suggestion during one of the drills – 
Mikaila, you should work on your height because 
we aren’t as tall as you.   
  

Mikaila also introduced the kids to tic-tac-toe 
volleyball, using a grid made from pool 
noodles and different types of cones as X’s 
and O’s.  We can’t wait to see what’s next!   

   

  



 

  
 

Ariana (8) is all about dragons.  First she drew 
a dragon then with a little yarn added 
moveable fire breath.  Next she made herself a 
dragon outfit with ears, paws and a tail.  She 
worked very hard for a long time and, best of 
all, she had other kids join in and make their 
own drawings and critter ears and tails too.   
 
 
 
   
 

 
   

  

 

CC Vignettes 
 

 
 
 

 
   

  

One of the perks of being one of the last kids to go home is that after we get the 
room cleaned up you get to have scooter races all around the cafeteria! 

 
 
 
   
 

 
   

  



 

  

 

The Whole Tooth 

 

We had a couple of kids lose teeth one day so I 
decided to bring out my collection of tooth casts 
for them to examine.  I like to see if the kids can 
figure out what animals the teeth are from and 
what they ate and why.  I also have 1 real tooth 
in the mix.  Mostly they just play with them but 
they can also be good detectives. 
 

Norah (6) – I brought some things for us to take a 
closer look.  
 

Natalie (7) – I’m going to use this to measure the 
teeth and see which is biggest. [She had a plastic 

accordion tube that she could expand and shrink to 
match the size of the teeth, though the narwhal tusk 
was rather too big to measure that way so we compared 
it to everyone’s height instead.]   

 
   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations 
We always welcome donations of materials we can use for art or construction 

projects:  boxes of all types, paper, newspaper, paper towel tubes, clean containers 
that you might have put aside for recycling, etc.  Also, if you have old games or 

sports equipment to get rid of, please consider sending it our way.  And, since we 
are trying to spend as much time outside as possible, outdoor treats such as Otter 

Pops or water balloons are a wonderful way to cool off in the afternoons.   
 

We are so appreciative of all the treasures you have given to our program.  We 
promise we’ll make good use of everything. 

 

  

 

Sterling 
 

I think it will be fun to make name 
affirmations.  We’ll write our names 
out vertically then use each letter to 

start a positive adjective about 
ourselves.   

Outside ball tag is a popular game right 
now so we’ll work on making a version 

that is both safe and fun and that 
everyone can play. 

 
 

Ralynn 
 

Natalie and Norah asked me about 
decorating boxes so we could make 

our own custom bean bag toss game.  
Sounds like fun! 

The kids and I will also turn our 
playground into a giant obstacle 

course.  You’ll have to run, climb, 
jump, and slide your way through as 

fast as possible.  Good luck! 

  

Mikaila 
 

We’ll make Picasso-inspired self-
portraits by cutting out pieces of 

colorful construction paper and piecing 
together our self-vision. 

We’ll also try another new version of 
volleyball.  The goal is for each team of 
2 players to score a point to stay on the 

court.   After each point a new team 
rotates in and tries to take control. 

 
 

Renee 
 

The kids love doing crafts with pipe 
cleaners so we’ll start by making some 

cool trees with pipe cleaners and 
buttons, then we’ll see what else they 

are inspired to create. 
Next we’ll get messy and make knuckle 
print pumpkins by covering our hands 

with orange and green paint and 
stamping our pumpkins onto paper. 

 This Week 


