GEORGIA O’KEEFFE NEWSLETTER
JAN 10th – 14th, 2022
ABSENCES
DAILY SCHEDULE
2:00-2:30 Check-In & Round-up
2:30-5:00 Snack
2:30-5:15 Self-Selection
2:30-3:15 Activity I
3:15-4:00 Activity II
4:00-4:45 Activity III
5:00-5:45 Clean Up
6:00 Close

If your child will not be attending
Children’s Choice on a day they are
scheduled to be there and if your
child has any after school clubs
please call the site phone, 5044943, to let us know. When a child
does not show up when they are
expected, we want to ensure that
the child is safe and accounted for.
Please help us keep all of our
children safe!

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Site Phone: 504-4943
Office Phone: 296-2880
Email:georgiaokeeffe@childrenschoice.org
Financial Assistance Available:
(505) 827-7499 or 1-800-832-1321
or by email at
Child.care@state.nm.us.

REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Check our Lost and Found for missing items. Items are moved to the school’s Lost and Found every Friday!
• Please bring a labeled water bottle each day, if possible!
• Budgets are tight, want to help? See our Amazon wish list
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ ls/6MQ9LXC7ARS0?ref_=wl_share

MONDAY
01/10

TUESDAY
01/11

Older Kids Club

Decoupage Jars

Tissue Paper Pompoms w/Taryn

w/Destiny

WEDNESDAY
01/12
Blob Tag

THURSDAY
01/13

FRIDAY
01/14

Catapults

What Would

w/Russell

You Do:
Quicksand?

w/Ren

w/Ren
Making Flexible
Hands w/Kaela

Guess That Shape
Drawing

Color Obstacle
Course
w/Heather

2022 Homework
Planners

w/Brianna and
Heather

Picture Frame

Dodge Ball
and
Russell

2022 Dream
Team Drawing
Competition
w/Janessa

Kings Court Tag
w/Taryn

w/Marissa
w/Diego, Paco

Older Kids Club

Boards
w/Janessa

w/Ezra C. and
Beliz

Jungle Explore with Charlotte (6)
By Priscylla
I noticed kids pretending to be animals and using the
playground as a jungle cruise with boats and waterfalls.
Charlotte came up with the idea of her own jungle cruise
calling it “Jungle Explore.” The kids each picked a jungle animal
to act out while doing the obstacle course. If the kids don’t
make it all the way or don’t want to do a certain obstacle, they
are given a riddle to solve to skip it. If they don’t get it right,
they have to start over. Charlotte and Sienna L (6) were in
charge of the riddles. Once everyone passed the obstacle
course every child got to make their own riddle to tell.
Charlotte: We will start off by balancing on the blue pole on
the floor and then go to the spider web! Ginny (8): I can’t do
the monkey bars, it’s too slippery. Charlotte: Okay, then I’ll
give you a riddle. What has a head and a tail but doesn’t have
a body? Ginny: That’s hard, I don’t know. Jaxon (7): A coin!
Charlotte: Correct, you may skip to the other obstacle course!
Ginny: Does that mean I have to start the obstacle course
since the beginning? Charlotte: I believe so, sorry!
Ginny: Aw, OK! Lucas (6): I want to be a tiger! Max W (8): I’m
going to be a gorilla! Jaehee (7): Is it okay if we pick a different
animal and not a jungle animal? Pri: Of course! Joshua (6): I’ll
be a lizard and I’ll finish this obstacle course really fast! Eliza
(7): Can we make rides now? Pri: If you don’t keep me, I break
what am I? Leo (5): A glass?! Anna (7): Could it be a promise?
Pri: Correct! The answer is a promise.

Letters to Santa

by Janessa

Writing letters to Santa is a common tradition for
many. We printed three different types of Santa
letter templates. Some had sentences with fill in the
blanks and check boxes so that those didn’t or
couldn’t write their own sentences had a chance to
send a letter! Children were encouraged to write not
only their wishes but anything else that they wanted
to talk to Santa about. It was so great hearing
everyone’s Christmas wishes. It was also wonderful
reading an elf story written by our friend Ginny (8)!
We didn’t get a chance to mail them all together,
but it’s well known that elves come and deliver a
copy to Santa without us knowing!

Questions with Titus, 6 Years Old, 1st Grade
What do you like about CC? Lego, Art Area and outside. Outside is
the best because you can play Minecraft games and Among Us, I
can teach you how to play. In the art area I can make secret maps.
What’s your favorite thing to do at CC? Making art and going
outside. I like playing with friends especially Zachary.
If you could have any superpower what would it be? Web fluid
and making the world whatever I want. I wish this world was
Minecraft because it’s my favorite game.
What is your favorite Minecraft character? Alex, she has my
favorite color suit, it’s green.
What is a memory that makes you happy? Mostly I miss being in
Romania and I’ll be back there in summer break. That’s in like 2
months.
Where do you want to go on vacation? I’d like to go to the beach
in Romania but I hate mosquitoes there. You should go there you
would wish mosquitoes are extinct. Trust me you’ll wish it.

Sharks and Minnows with Sienna L. (6)
By Ren
The playground is a great place for ideas for activities, and
Sienna L. had another great suggestion for us this week:
Sharks and Minnows!. We announced that Sharks and
Minnows was on the schedule and many kids expressed
excitement and anticipation. A group of over 20 headed to
the gym. Before beginning, we discussed the features of
predators and prey. We decided to use these features to
help identify different players during the game. A shark fin
on the head helped us recognize the predators. Everyone
ran with all their might, and in the end, all were happy to be
at the top of the food chain.

by Heather

Jeopardy II

by Russell

This week we did our second rendition of Jeopardy. Our contestants, Maddie (10) and Ginny
(8), both did well. In our first rendition of Jeopardy, the questions seemed a bit too easy.
This time the stakes were higher. Maddie correctly answered which country/civilization was
the first to use paper money (China), while Ginny knew that the Statue of Liberty was given
as a gift to the United States by France. Eli (9) wasn't able to participate due to homework,
he was still able to correctly answer that the Mayans and Ancient Egyptians were some of
the civilizations to build pyramids.
Russell was able to stump all three of them with questions about Taylor Swift and The
Beatles.

“Snow”

Ball Fight

by Marissa

Many kiddos embraced the cold weather and enjoyed a
friendly snowball fight. Our snowball fight followed Sell Out
rules, a common ball game the kids play. We didn’t have real
snow, so we used some store-bought. The children were
really engaged and want to revisit this activity in the future.
Charlotte (6): These snowballs are interesting they remind
me of dodge balls but smaller. Vince (10): Yeah, they kind of
feel like little beanbags which will be better than dodge balls
because they have weight that way the wind doesn’t blow
them away. Ava (6): Marissa, after the activity can I take a
snowball home? I want to use it in the house with my mom.
Marissa: I wish I could let you take one home but I don’t have
enough for everyone to get one. I will let your mom know
where she can buy them though. Aniya (5): It feels like a
puppy I just want to protect it all game. Sienna R (5): Aniya,
we can pretend people are trying to steal them from us?

Older Kids Club

by Alicia

Mathematical Sell-Out with Vince (10)
Vince ran an activity created by Alicia called,
“Mathematical Sellout.” The goal of sellout is
to get everyone out by hitting them with a ball
and be the last one standing. If you are hit, you
sit down and remain seated unless you answer
a math question. As the game progresses, the
math questions become more and more
difficult. We start with addition and
subtraction, then moved on to multiplication,
then division.

WINTER BREAK
Popsicle Stick Gingerbread Houses
We created gingerbread houses out of Popsicle
sticks, gems, and paper. Many of the kids came
up with clever ideas on how to decorate their
houses, like creating wreaths, Christmas trees,
snow, and presents to put under their trees.
Aniya (5) said, “This is the best activity EVER!”
and continued to help other kids with their
projects once she finished hers.

Christmas Hats
The best way to show your Christmas spirit
is to wear it! Today we made fun and stylish
Christmas hats. Everyone had the option to
create a Christmas tree hat or a snowman
hat, or both. A lot of kids enjoyed the
activity enough that they made both styles.
The initial design was so simple that each
child was able to add their own personal
flair to their creations. With such festive
hats, everyone who saw us, smiled.
immediately.

Christmas Ornaments
The kids used their imagination and made
Christmas ornaments with popsicle sticks and
jewels. To prepare we gathered all of the
popsicle sticks, ribbon, and jewels for the
activity. We enjoyed the activity and made
some really cool stars and even a birthday cake.
The kids would like some plastic balls to make a
classic Christmas ornament for next time
because it was hard using the popsicle sticks.

Basketball
Basketball proved to be a very engaging activity
for kids of a variety of ages. Whether it was
playing 1-on-1 or just shooting hoops, the only
issue was that there weren't enough balls for
everyone. When asked what his favorite part of
basketball was, Andrew (9) said "I like shooting
the ball. Dribbling and playing defense is good,
but shooting the ball is the best."
In addition to basketball, Athena (7) was able to
organize a game of Line Tag, which soon morphed
into Crawl Tag and then into Freeze Tag, with Luca
(7), Amelia (9), Remmington (6), and Aniya (5).

Drawing Dragons with Harrison (9)
Harrison made an activity for anyone who
loves dragons to come together and draw
their favorite ones. Kids with all different
styles and abilities joined. The dragon had
to be something from your imagination
and not from a movie or book. Harrison:
You can use markers and colored pencils to
draw your dragons! After everyone had
finished drawing, they would explain their
drawing and receive a treat!

Indoor Snowball Fight
The kids enjoyed some winter fun by have an
indoor snowball fight. The weather never brought
us snow this time of year, so we made our own.
The kids added rules throughout the game to
make it more interesting and fun. Max G (7): Can
we add an abominable snowman that gets to tag
people during the game? Eliza (7): After we play
that version we should just play regular dodgeball.
Harrison (9): I like playing with the smaller balls
because they make the game challenging and we
get to collect more balls. Breen (8): Next time we
should play it outside like last time.

Outdoor Snowball Fight
One day, just before lunch, our kiddos worked in teams to
make a fort for them to take cover before the snow battle.
Using large cardboard boxes, tape and cardboard rolls and
teamwork the two teams created some neat forts! We used
some large wool balls. As soon as each team was ready, the
balls were set out in dodge ball style for kids to come and
grab! Each teammate tried to hold as many snowballs as
they could so they could go behind their fort and start
throwing. A timer was set for 10 minutes and soon
everyone realized how long of a time that was for a snow
ball fight. The winner of the snowball fight was the territory
with the least number of snowballs in it after time was up.
In a last ditch effort, one team started stuffing the
snowballs in the boxes to save and throw over at the last
second. A very smart plan! However, in the last minutes,
the boxes were still in their territory and the other team
was able to claim victory. Each team did a great job working
together and it was wonderful to hear teammates tell one
another “good job”.

