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Learning the Ropes

We have always been very fortunate to enjoy a collaborative relationship with Coach
G at ADO. He very graciously allows the children of our program to use gym
materials after school and recently the ropes have been out for us to play with. The
rope swing is open to anyone, and the more challenging climbing rope is reserved for
kids in 3rd grade and up. Motor skills are being honed, strength tested, and social skills
are being refined. Charles took this photo when everyone was encouraging Sophia to
make it up the climbing rope and to “Ring the bell!” We love to hear the kids cheer
each other on through challenges.
Helpful Information
Site Phone: 340-9656

Office Phone: 296-2880

Site Email: arroyodeloso@childrens-choice.org

Financial Assistance Available: (505) 827-7499 or 1-800-832-1321 or by email at Child.care@state.nm.us.

Back To
Children’s Choice
Before the pandemic,
Parker was a CC kid at
ADO. She took a break
from after-school while
her family’s work
schedule was different.
Now she’s back, so I had
to hear about her
experiences since we
saw her last. Most of our
newsletters will feature
at least one child
interview, sometimes
even more!

Parker, you were telling me what it’s like to be back – what grade were you in the last time
you went to CC? Second. And now you’re in 4th, right? Yep! So what was life like during
the time since we last saw you? Well my mom was working from home so that’s most
of the reason why I didn’t come. Also I had dance really early after school. Now that
you’re back, what did you miss? A lot of things. A lot of the staff who were here left,
and now there’s new staff. And your hair is long! There’s new kids. Is it different
being a 4th grader now? I have a lot more homework. I’m the oldest sibling going here
and I have more responsibility than I did before. How old are your sister and brother?
My sister is 7 and my brother is 5. What’s it like being an older sister? It’s hard. What
are some things that make it hard? You get blamed for everything! Haha okay, why?
Because you’re extra responsible for your siblings? Yeah, like I might have to go get my
sister’s stuff if she leaves it outside. Let’s talk about some fun stuff: Children’s Choice
will be starting field trips again soon, are there any places you’d like to go? Cliffs! I love the
rides. The musical express is my favorite ride. It’s not a roller coaster or a ride like
that, but it’s a circle that goes around and they spin you around super-fast while
they play music and then they go backwards and when I was in summer camp I
went with my friends and it was really fun! That sounds fun, thanks for catching up!

Edible Edifices
Can you build something out of
marshmallows? What about with
toothpicks to help? We explored
some engineering concepts at ADO
after a more basic version of the
activity was such a success a few
days before. I asked the kids to
imagine different building shapes
they have seen – bridges, towers,
houses – and they said the most
common construction shapes were
squares, rectangles, and triangles.
Do different shapes let you build
taller? Can these buildings hold
weight? More to come!

Hey Lena! How are you? I’m good.
You’re in Kindergarten this year, right?
Yeah. Who is your teacher? Ms. Pargas.
Oh great, do you like having her as your
teacher so far? Yeah I do. Do you like your
classmates? Yeah. What are some things
you like about school so far? I don’t know.
Homework. You like homework!? That’s
not always what kids say! What types of
homework have you liked so far? We had
some coloring. That’s fun, coloring is
nice. Do you have a favorite color? My
favorite color is every color of the
rainbow. What do you like to do at CC?
Play outside.Do you have any favorite
foods? Pizza! Mine too! Thanks for letting
me interview you, Lena!

EMERGENT CURRICULUM
For the next few weeks Christy, a
former Director at Children’s Choice
now focusing on curriculum, will be
visiting Arroyo Del Oso. She will be
guiding emergent activities – ideas
emerging from the children’s
imaginations and previous experiences.
During the next few weeks she will be
observing the children’s play, soliciting
ideas from staff and children, and
bringing activities she has planned. She
is excited to be working closely with
the ADO community by playing,
listening and observing, asking
questions, and getting the kids
involved in planning using sociocracy.

Outside Adventuring
We are extremely lucky to have
access to our little nature spot out
back at ADO. Last week we were
able to use the field area for: Capture
the Flag, football, grape harvesting,
fort building, bug hunting, turtle and
lizard observation, making wind
chimes, building ant playgrounds,
and much more. Above is a picture
of some boys pursuing a dragonfly
across the field and to the left Collin
is showing us the ants he caught in
his insect magnifier.

The kids continue to craft! Beads have been very popular in general recently for
jewelry, beaded animals, and melty-bead creations. These pictures show when
Michaela and Andraya helped the kids make their own wind chimes with colored
twine, beads and bells. The younger kids are getting better and better at knot
tying and stringing beads. Most of the children took their wind chimes home but
a few chose to hang them up in their forest forts out by the field for decoration.

Andraya

Charles

School started up recently for us college
students and the extra burden is a little
much, but work is kind of an escape in
some ways. I’m still really enjoying
working alongside my cousin, Michaela.
Getting to know our new kids and
watching the kindergarteners experience
firsts is really rewarding.

In the next few weeks we’ll be getting
creative. Some of the best classic fantasy
stories start with a map the author has built.
Through our imaginations we will attempt
to create fantasy worlds along with all the
geographic complexities of a real place on
earth (or whatever planet). Hopefully
creating these places may inspire some great
stories!

Michaela

Tessa

I’m more comfortable in different roles at
the site and recognizing more and more
family members. We’ve kept up the arts
and crafts but the gym has also been really
popular. Children have been loving to
build forts in the gym and the rope course
was a blast. Rock painting and spin drum
crafts coming up next!

We’ve been making lots of little sewing
projects together on the days I’m at the site.
We will keep up the sewing activities to
continue developing the kids’ abilities. Plus
it’s just been fun! And face painting was
requested recently, so that will be a fun one
to do on Friday next week - it’s all washable,
though!

Zoey

Ben

It’s
been enjoyable
getting more
familiarized with the site and community
at ADO. We got rained out trying to make
our own salt dough last week but we’re
going to try again soon! I’ve been out sick
lately but I’m eager to return to ADO after
and start running curriculum.

Afternoons have been busy, busy! Outside
especially. We got to take the group to Sister
Cities Park for the first time, we’ve caught
lizards and turtles, and countless bugs. I’ll
be gone for the week after Labor Day and
during my absence you might see Kym or
Ben Neff playing around campus.

