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Teamwork Makes the Dream Work

Puzzling Behavior
Malia (staff) loves jigsaw puzzles and so do a lot of the kids. One of the problems with
trying to do jigsaw puzzles at CC, though, is that we have to pack everything up every
day. This year we invested in a special puzzle board that let’s us keep the in-progress
puzzle intact to work on the next day. It even has a bunch of drawers that let us sort
and store loose pieces until you we are ready to start that section.
Puzzles are a great way for our community to practice teamwork and get to know each
other better through conversation and collaboration. And, of course, when you finish
a Stranger Things puzzle you need to do your best Eleven pose together, right?
Helpful Information
Site Phone: 227-9164

Office Phone: 296-2880

Site Email: johnbaker@childrens-choice.org

Financial Assistance Available: (505) 827-7499 or 1-800-832-1321 or by email at Child.care@state.nm.us.

Dodgeball
Zach (11) was just one of our
older kids who stepped up and
ran an activity this week. He
decided to lead a community
game of dodgeball where he
took on a leadership role and
explained the rules, how we
treat each other, and good
sportsmanship.
The kids divided into teams
and played round after round.
They were competitive but also
very good sports with each
other for a solid hour out on the
field. The younger kids were
welcomed into the game and
the older kids set a good
example for them. It was a lot
of fun to watch.
I’m looking forward to seeing
what else the older kids want to
do for the community this year.

Design Phase
Another group of older kids
headed out to the courtyard to
work on a background
painting for a space themed
escape room that they are
planning for kids in K-3rd
grade. The space mural they
created is beautiful, with
colorful stars, planets, and
galaxies on a black vinyl
background. I can’t wait to see
what the full escape room
experience looks like.
This seems like it will be good
practice for the Halloween
haunted house we do every
year too. On Halloween the
older kids will have the
opportunity to turn our back
room into a fun and mildly
spooky walk through for all
the kids.

Ready to Run
One afternoon I watched Juliette (8)
walking and running lap after lap
around the field outside. I asked
her if she was training for Jog-AThon (coming up on September
30th). She nodded and kept going.
After a little while, Natalie (6) and
Madeline (6) joined in and the 3 of
them must have done laps for close
to an hour. I can just imagine how
many they’ll be able to do on a cool
morning after training so hard on a
very hot afternoon. Good job!!!

Imaginative Engineering
Laney (staff) challenged the kids to
make some houses out of cardboard
boxes and boy did they meet the
challenge. Bathrooms with sinks
and toilets, kitchens with stocked
refrigerators, garages, living rooms,
fenced in backyards, and even a
sauna are just a few of the features
they created. Give a kid a box and
they’ll build a whole world.

We really want to know!

Who who?
This week Alicia spoke with Zoe (9), who is
in 4th grade here at John Baker.
What is your favorite part about coming to
Children’s Choice?
Older Kid’s Area and Older Kid’s Club. If I
didn’t have Older Kid’s Area, it would
probably be activities.
Which activity was your favorite?
Over the summer I liked making slime and
I like the science one where we made ice
cream. And I also liked volleyball.
What is your favorite thing about Older
Kid’s Club?
You can earn things and stuff that only
older kids can use so it doesn’t get ruined
and stuff.
What kind of stuff have you earned that has
been your favorite so far?
Fidgets and the curtains, because I’m
excited to have privacy.
Why is privacy important to you as an
older kid?
Because in our area I feel like we shouldn’t
be stared at all the time. Also, so other
people don’t try to take our stuff we
earned.

Hello Mary Lou
A lot of our kids do gymnastics and Aria
(7) in particular has wanted to run a
gymnastics activity with our group. This
week, she and Alicia (staff) headed down
to the gym with a group to work on some
fundamentals. We have a very good
relationship with our coach and he’s
always willing to let us use the space,
which is great since the mats are an
essential part of doing this sort of activity
safely. The kids made sure to watch and
encourage each other.

CC Vignettes
Rhone (6) is settled in and ready to
blast off in the rocket ship.

Damian (6) made a detailed map of the
cafeteria and the playground for his
friends to go on a treasure hunt.
Take it from Emily (8), there is
nothing more
satisfying than
knocking over a chain of dominoes.

Elie (6) – This woodchip is so big! And it
looks like a giant French fry.

Sterling

Mikaila

Recently a group of our kids have been
trying to make their own cups so we’ll get
some supplies and make it a little more
interesting by seeing who can make a cup
that will hold water the longest.
Outside
we’ll
keep
working
on
sportsmanship and teamwork with some
different varieties of soccer out on the field
and in the courtyard at the end of the day.

Since pop up shops have been so popular,
we’ll take the concept up a level and make a
store stocked with special things we’ve
made to ‘sell’ to our parents.
We’ll also play some Evolution outside,
working our way up from an egg to a
superhero using our expert RPS skills.

Ralynn

It’s time for some more chalk art. We’ll head
outside and make a giant chalk mural –
maybe something inspired by slightly
cooler weather and Balloon Fiesta?
We’re also still having fun coming up with
new variations on ‘everyone’s it’ tag. It’s
kind of hard to run while you’re laughing.

We’ve been having fun playing basketball
together but it’s also important to work on
the fundamentals, so we’ll do some passing
and dribbling drills to be better prepared.
We’re also still working on making our
creative creatures with construction paper,
complete with working mouths to gobble
up everything tasty!

Alicia
The Older Kid’s Club wants to spruce up
their area, so we’ll spend some time making
some new custom decorations using tie
dye, fabric markers, and wild imaginations.
Geno and Jordan also want to lead a cup
stacking competition. I’ll make sure they
have plenty of cups and lots of space. All
are welcome to take a turn.

Bethany
Since the kids enjoyed making the plush
frogs with me a few weeks ago, we’ll get
some more felt and try making some other
critters this week.

Malia

Laney
We’ll try our hand at candle making. I have
wax, colors and scents and I understand that
we have some cool Halloween silicone
molds. Should be fun.
Then circle up with me for a game of Zip
Zap Boing. Pay close attention to what the
person next to you says to see if you go left,
right, or reverse.

Donations
As you frequently see in this illustrious
publication, our kids are very creative, and
we like to feed that creativity. Do you have
any extra boxes, containers, tape, sequins,
etc.? If so, please consider giving them to us
and we promise we’ll show you all the cool
things the kids make with them.

