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ABSENCES

Your child’s safety is our top priority! If your child will be absent from Children’s Choice on a day they are scheduled to
attend or if they will be at an after-school club instead, please call / text our site phone at (505) 504-4943 to let us know.
When a child doesn’t arrive as expected, we stop everything to make sure they are safe and accounted for. A quick message
from you helps us avoid delays, keeps our program running smoothly, and—most importantly—ensures every child’s safety.
Thank you for helping us care for your children!

No-Cost Universal Child Care
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Mermaid Jewelry Holders
The “Mermaid Jewelry Holders” activity was a great success with the kids. When asked about the activity, the most common
response was, “/ love it!” Children began by selecting shells and sea glass that appealed to them most. They then moved to the
gluing station, where jewelry holders were assembled with the help of older kids. The older kids truly enjoyed assisting the
younger ones, and their help contributed to the activity running smoothly. Younger participants were encouraged to point to
where they wanted their shells placed, allowing their ideas to be clearly expressed throughout the process. The children
demonstrated creativity by designing unique and imaginative jewelry holders. They waited patiently for their turns, shared
materials respectfully, and supported one another by helping locate supplies. Overall, the activity provided a valuable learning
experience that encouraged creativity, cooperation, and teamwork.




Spinning Tops
Round and round and round it goes! When will it stop? Nobody knows! Today we made our spinning tops. Each child got a blank
CD to use to decorate how they wanted by using sharpies to make sure the design stays forever! “It has blue and red because
those are my favorite colors ” said Connor G (7). We used plastic bottle caps to glue on top so we can use that to hold and spin.
“I’'m making mine to look like space! The cap can be the moon.” said Sagun (10). We decorated the ping pong ball and glued it to
the bottom of the CD so it can spin .“I want the E to be glued and the eyeball looking up at me!” said Alex B (7). After creating our
tops some friends like Connor G. asked, “ Can | make another one?” of course! We made as many as we all wanted. One child had
an idea “Can | stack two of them and make a big top? | want to call it the double decker top” said Marcel (7). As we finished up our
tops we put them to the spin test “I love this it spins so long” said Waaiz (8). Some other friends had another ideas “ Let's race
them all together” said Emily D (8). As we finish up we would have to agree with Hunter M (8) “these are actually fun”.




Ultimate Maze Challenge
During the Ultimate Maze Challenge, we worked in two teams to design and navigate floor mazes using tape and soft obstacles,
practicing logic, cooperation, and movement control. Each team was given two rolls of tape to build the base of a maze for the
opposing team. Both groups then agreed on a time limit and attempted to guide all team members through the opponent’s
maze. As we planned and built, everyone showed strong problem-solving skills and creativity. Hunter M. (8) noted, “We’re going
to need a lot of tape,”recognizing the scale of their design, while Lucca M.(7) enthusiastically added, “I’'m going to add lasers
here,” imagining extra challenges within the maze. Aniya C.(9) suggested making the maze more difficult by saying, “ OK, so we’re
planning on making our maze higher by putting this pool noodle up in the air for the other team to jump over.
“The activity encouraged teamwork, communication, and active engagement as the we built, tested, and raced through our
mazes. Oh, and we can’t forget the giant tape ball we made afterwards! -




Older Kids Club - Mini Diorama Club

We're now on week 3 of mini diorama club, and the dioramas are
getting to a point where outsiders can tell what they are without
explanation! Most of the kids spent their time this week painting and
chatting. We saw mountains, rivers, restaurants, and football fields
come to life! Averi (10) and Abrianna (11) innovated a new diorama
painting technique using some straws we had as materials. They
would put a big glob of paint onto their surface and then blow into it
to spread the paint around. Averi kept exclaiming “I'm getting dizzy”
and said, “I’'m going to do this until | pass out,” (which Ray didn’t
allow.) Abrianna was able to finish her diorama, “Mount Food
More,” early, so she spent the rest of our time helping Charlotte T.
(10) on her pizza shop after an unfortunate hot glue injury. She
glued, held pieces, and famously fanned the pizza shop until it dried.
We also had a lovely chorus of “I will always love you” break out,
after Sagun’s (10) mini car was destroyed.
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Kid Spotlight

Meet with Lanna (8), 2" Grade

Sometimes the best interviews are the ones that make you
laugh, think, and smile all at once. For this week’s
newsletter, we talked with a kid who has big opinions, a
great imagination, and some very honest answers. From
banning reading to dreaming about being buried in the sand
at the beach, this interview gives us a wonderful glimpse
into how kids see the world—funny, thoughtful, and full of
personality.

What do you think should be banned? Reading, because I'm
not good at it. It’s hard for me to read certain words.

What trip would you most like to take and why? Vacation
to the beach—any beach. | want to bury myself with sand.
Just by yourself? Yeah, it’s funnier that way. I'd leave my
head and arms sticking out so | can breathe. | might just
keep burying myself.

How long would you stay buried? Until someone notices
me. I’'m sure my sister would notice me right away.
Sometimes when | bury myself in the sand, she comes up to
me and says, “What are you doing?”

Where have you buried yourself in sand before? When |
was little at the beach. | went there when | was really, really
little.

What’s something you’ve recently convinced someone to
do? | once convinced my parents to have ice cream for
dinner. We got churro ice cream and mint chocolate chip
from the grocery store. My EIf on the Shelf left a note saying
they had to let us have ice cream for dinner, so whenever
we asked, they had to say yes.

What’s your favorite toy and why? | don’t know what it’s
called, but it goes on your ankle, and you hop and spin it,
and you have to jump over the ball.

Skip-1t? Oh yeah!

What made you feel happy today and why? When | fell on
the blacktop, a lot of people—like 10—gathered around me
and asked if they could take me to the nurse.

This interview reminds us that joy can come from
unexpected places—ice cream for dinner, favorite toys,
beach memories, and knowing people care about you when
you need help. Thank you for sharing your thoughts, your
humor, and your stories with us, Lanna! We’re lucky to hear
your voice and see the world through your eyes.
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OUR SPRING SEMESTER STAFF 2025/2026 SCHOOL YEAR

Kori Baca Thelma De La Cruz Jade Gallegos Ray Dawson

Charles Herrera

Edmund Ford Cisco Gutierrez Iliana Lujan

F

Alexis (Lexi)

; i Rhianna Manes
. Caden Armijo Rosie Mbala Adrian Moreno
i

REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1 Lost and Found: Our lost and found is filling up quickly. Please take a moment to check for any missing items.
Unclaimed items will be donated every Friday.

i Please bring a labeled water bottle each day, if possible!

HELPFUL INFORMATION

Site Phone: (505) 504-4943 Office Phone: (505) 296-2880
Financial Assistance: (505)841-4800 E-mail: georgiaokeeffe@childrens-choice.org
For Registration Questions: For Billing Questions:
welcome@childrens-choice.org sara@childrens-choice.org
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